




SHOEI LOCATIONS 
and HISTORY
The history of SHOEI begins in Tokyo in 1959. Since that time SHOEI has constantly 
sought to tackle the challenge of being the leader in terms of safety, function and inno-
vation in the worldwide market for motorcycle helmets. The introduction of leading edge 
technologies and constant improvement of safety has brought SHOEI to the status of being 
a recognised premium manufacturer and it enjoys extremely high regard among motorcycle 
riders all around the world.

SHOEI time line                                                                                             

1959 	 Founding of SHOEI KAKO CO., LTD. Start of production of universal 	
	 safety helmets in Tokyo.
  
1960 	 Start of the production of motorcycle helmets. Expansion of production 	
	 to other plants in Tokyo.   

1962 	 SHOEI helmets are awarded JIS (Japanese Industrial Standard) 
	 certification. Start of development of fibre compound helmet shells. 

1963 	 The first racing helmet, the SR-1, is introduced.
  
1967 	 Founding of the SHOEI factory in Ibaraki. Start of production of the 	
	 SR-Z full face helmet. 

1968 	 Founding of SHOEI SAFETY HELMET CORPORATION in California, 	
	 USA.

1971 	 The SHOEI plant in Ibaraki is certified to JIS. Production of the S-3 
	 (half helmet), SA-1 and the S-10 (open face helmet) starts. 
 
1972 	 Production of the STZ (S-20) full face helmet with a two-part structure 	
	 starts. 

1976  	Introduction of the world’s first carbon fibre helmet, the GR-Z. 

1978 	 Founding of SHOEI EUROPE PVBA in Belgium. 

1980 	 New SHOEI factory in Tokyo.   

1982 	 Introduction of the EX-2 off-road helmet.  

1983 	 Appearance of the Z-100 with innovative developments such as the 	
	 visor produced by injection moulding and the built-in chin spoiler. 	
	 Introduction of the RF-102, a full face racing helmet. Appearance of the 	
	 TJ-201, a half helmet with visor.
  
1984 	 Introduction of the RF-102V and the TJ-201V. Ventilation is incorporated 	
	 into a helmet for the first time. Introduction of the TF-250 – a full face 	
	 helmet with ventilation in the chin section.

1987 	 Founding of SHOEI France SARL (currently Shoei European Distribution 	
	 SARL). Wayne Gardner wins the title in the 500 cc class with a SHOEI 	
	 helmet . 
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1988	 Introduction of the VX-4 off-road helmet. Eddie Lawson wins the world 	
	 championship in the 500 cc class with SHOEI. 

1989 	 Founding of the SHOEI factory in Iwate. Eddie Lawson again wins the 	
	 world championship in the 500 cc class with SHOEI. 

1990 	 Appearance of the X-8 full face helmet with internal visor mechanism. 	
	 Visor coverings are no longer needed. 

1991 	 Introduction of the VF-X off-road helmet.  

1992 	 Wayne Rainey wins the title in the 500 cc class for the third time in a 	
	 row, with SHOEI. SHOEI riders have thus won the title for the sixth time 	
	 in a row since 1987.  

1993 	 Introduction of the X-8SP with the revolutionary, two-part EPS inner 	
	 shell. Appearance of the Duotec folding helmet.   

1994 	 Founding of SHOEI Europa GmbH in Düsseldorf, Germany. 

1996 	 Introduction of the J-Force half helmet.

1999	 Alex Criville wins with SHOEI the title in the 500 cc class.  
  
2000 	 Introduction of the Syncrotec folding helmet. 

2001 	 Founding of SHOEI Europa Distribution Deutschland GmbH (currently 	
	 SHOEI Distribution GmbH). 

2002 	 Introduction of the X-Spirit no-compromise racing helmet. 

2003 	Appearance of the Xr-1000 sports touring helmet.  

2004 	 Introduction of the Raid II touring helmet. 

2006 	Appearance of the Multitec folding helmet. 

2008 	 Introduction of the Hornet-DS Dualsport helmet.
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SHOEI factory Ibaraki / Japan SHOEI factory Iwate / Japan

 Ibaraki 

Tokyo

Iwate

Head office
5-8-5, Ueno, 
Taito-ku, Tokyo, 
110-0005, Japan

Ibaraki factory
1793, Haga, Inashiki, Ibaraki, 
300-0525, Japan

Iwate factory
27-1, Nooka, Tokuda, Fujisawa,
Higashi-Iwai, Iwate, 029-3404, Japan

Representation
SHOEI (EUROPA) GMBH (Germany)

SHOEI DISTRIBUTION GMBH (Germany)

SHOEI EUROPE DISTRIBUTION SARL (France)

SHOEI SAFETY HELMET CORPORATION (U.S.A.)
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